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|general conditions in the field of veterinary medicine in Latvia
25X1 ve nct changed ap,rocil.bly ainoe 194k, We bave not received information

which would indicate the teaching facilities at the University of Latvia
25X1 Veterinary School ha.ve!been expanded, so we assume spproximately the same
number cf vetverinar ia.nu are now nctive in Latvia as in 194Lk. In 1944 there
were 29 veterinarians qngaged in teaching and research; five in bilologicel
: production; about 150 Were working for the government and in private practice;
E 25 were food inapectorn and 20 were in the Army. Latvian veterinsrians are
as well trained as any |in Europe. Regulations and edicts outlining veterinary
qualifications, duties and fields of activities are issued by the Ministry
of Education, Minister \of Agriculture and Minister of Defense.

H

: 2, | |vu1:erinn.x'y supplies and equipment for teaching
and treatment were obta.ined from local and European sources (Germany, France,
25X1 UK). The quality of thia nmwrio.l was excellent and in sufficient quantity.
We understand that current equipmant and facilities are reaching pre-World
War II levels with the lexception of veterinary pharmaceuticals ~- they are
still in short supply. | The largdet veterinary clinics are loceted at the
Univereity of Latvia in Rige. These are housed on property of about two
; acres and are divided :Lnto large animal surgical clinics, large animnl medical
é clinics and small animal clinica. There are fairly large veterinary clinics
, in Jelgave and Liepaja 1and smaller clinics in various localitles where the
animal population warrants clinical facilitiles.

3. Most nll of the standard textboo.s on veterinary medieine in German, French
anu English were available to the profession and we assume Soviet texts have
been added since World Ha.r II. Vo do not know if the Acta Universitatis

Latviensis; Veterinary hedical Service and The Journal of the Latvian v
\
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Veterinary Medical Associution are :tilll being published. Until
these Journals wvere quite good.

In 1944 the faculty of the School of Ve
of Latvia was headed by Dean A Vitums.
various departwents and their personnell:

a.
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Anatomy:

A Vitums, (head of depo.rtznent)
P Ozolina A

0 Janovikiy

E Avota

Animal Husbandry:

? Jin (head of dnputnont)
B Rudiks
L Plaude

M Grinbcrgn
A Smitmanis

Hygiene:

M Rolle (head of department)
J Drelde

V Elkiniti)

V Kundzins

E Lujis
Pathological Ana.tomf:

R Orapmanis (head of department
M Skudina

M Klavina
J Lasmaris

Large Animal Surgicai Clinic:
A Alksnis (head of clinic )

K Hir,‘s

K 8ilgals
O Seisumi

0 Blumfelds
Large Animal Medical Clinic:

P Apinis (head of clinic)
\'4 Rogu
M Lamstere

O Friedenberger
Small Animal Clinie: .

K Kaneps (head of alinic)
J Leimanis
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1944

lo had the procecdings and Teporcs
of the Vaterinary Medical Conp'ou of tho Baltic Btates and the proc«dingp
and reports of the Intcmtionnl Veturinu'y Medical Congresses. |

terinary Medicine at the Univernity‘

Following is & breakdown of the
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The teaching staff for the subjects taught by other ruulty‘mberlj of the
University of Latvia which were part of the required curriculum for
veterinariane are as follows: ‘

a. Department of Physiology (Faculty of ¥edicine)

R Krimbergs (head of department)
J Skujae

b. Department of Chemistry (Faculty of Chemistry)

. 0 Lucs |
A Liepins ‘

A Janiks ‘

¢. Department of Pharmacy (Faculty of Chemistry)

J Maizite
E Svirlovokis

d. Department of Zoology (Faculty of Natural Sciences)

N Lebedinsky

L Abolins
N Tranzehe

e. Department of Physics (Faculty of Natural Sciences)

F Gulbis
R 8iksna ‘

. Department of Botany (Faoulty of Natural Sciences)

N Malta
A Zamell)

Applicants fcr admission to the 8chool of Veterinary Medicf,nE were| required

to present & diploma from an approved high school. Sinsce the number of
applicants always exceed the available teaching space, com]‘petitive\ examinations
were held to eid in the final selestion. Approximately 25 students per year
were accepted and some 15 to 20 graduated with & degree of veterinary surgeon
(DVM) at the end of the five-year course. The Bchool of Veterinary Medicine,
being associated with the University of Latvia, rece’ved its finnnfziul support
from the Minister of Education through the University. Bome funds were

fortheoming through various foundations, namely: ‘ }
|

|
a. Kr Morberg Foundation
b, Humboldt Foundation
o, latvian Research Foundation., This foundation|
I:l'” established by he latvian Governmont in 1935 to
FUppoTT Tesearch in Latvian institutions of higher learning.
Oraduate training was also under the supervision of the Bchool of Veterinary
Medicine. In order to be eligible for training for the dob‘ee of Doctor of
Veterinary Medicine (PeD) the graduate of veterinery medicine was required to
preseant his DVM and to take o nurber of theoretical emin:rhionn. : To obtain
hie PhD the student generally spends from three to six yvars completing his
academic work and his dissertation covering original vnork in his specialized
f1eld. |
|
|
\

|
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a. Tuberculosis (about two per cent of the susceptibe animal population)
Brucellosis

Erysineles of swine
Infectious anemia of eguines
Foot and mouth disease (sporadioally)
Malignant head catarrh (sporadically)
Vesicular stomatitis (spo.adically)
Anthrax (very seldom)
Piroplasmosis

Coccidiosis

Taeniasis ‘
Asceridiasis !
Trichinosis (very seldom) l
Distemper of dogs
B8trangles of horse

~mo o

P 8. The following animasl diseases are known| to exist in Latvia: ‘ ;
3
?

.
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E 9. The infectious or parasitic diseases that have been practically eradicated
: in Latvia are:

Foot and mouth disease
Glandexrn of horse
Anthrax

Rabies

| ’ Trichinosis

L There have been no reports of unusual epigootics or noticeable inol:l.don‘tl of P
{ animal diseases. . Control is fairly easy to maintein because of the small

i herds on farms that are soparately 1oca:ted. Dairy farmers are car:nful in

: the handling of their products an® equipment. All milk cans are sterilized
[ before refilling so that infections cmi be spottad immediately.
|

‘; 10. The organization of governmental a.genci;en having authority over livestock ““.
f disease control is broken down &as rollo‘vs: —in

Ministry of Agriculture

opoCD

|

!

Veterinary Depertment i o
i \

District Veterinarians ! City Veterinsrians |

.t
“ounty Velc; arians ‘ Public Heilth Veterinarisns &."‘ i
‘ | W
In 1947 Dr J Vacietis vas the director !or the Veterinary Depurtuen;‘c and was tl
vooult a%e’authority on livestock diqeno gontrol. He was a graduate of i
; . : Fac..ty of Veterinary Medicine of the University of Latvia. A;.l of the ‘
‘ wnrectious and parasitic diseasecs mentioned belovw had to bs reportpd by law:
a. Foot and mouth disease ‘ ‘
‘ b. Vesicular stomatitis ‘
' ¢. Anthrax | T
: d. Glanders ! I "
t e. Rabies |
; £. Brucellosis |
' g. Infectioun snemia of equines | ;
L h, Mange 1
f The county veterinarians had to report/to the aistrict veterinarisns and the i
: latter gave directives to the local police and reported to the Vat}eriwy -
t Department of <he Ministry of Agrioultv}.re. ‘ ’ j
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When an infectious or parasitic disea.se, as mntioxlxed above, 1is reported, a
qua.ra.n:tine is imposed on the farm or area involved! The infected animels

are degtrayed end the barns and equipment diuinfec‘ged. Thé common diagnosqS
and laboratory examinations are made locally and 'tl‘uen the materials are
forwarded to the laboratory of the Veterinary Depcu{tment in Rige. Immunization
is useq. for swine erysipelas and Brucellosis. Moqt of tl‘ne vaceines and sera
used are prepared. in the Serum Institute in Riga wk}ich 18 ‘owned by the
government but operated by the University of Ia.tvisT. The |simultaneous method
and swilne erysipelas serums are used with good results. T .G vaccine is used
for Brucelloisis with satisfa.ctory} results. Animalls infected with or exposed
to foot:“ and mouth disease are deat;oyed. Indemnity‘ paymenjts are provided by
the Min‘istry of Agriculture. Swine sold for slaugh‘tering are immunized with
swine erysipelas serum before transport to pracking plants.; At the packing
plants l‘al_l diseased animals are iacj;la.ted and o'bnervjed unti; a determination
can be made regarding their ultimate disposition. ?.‘he prevention of diseases
of anim;a.ls that are transmissible to man is the concurrent responsibility of
the Veterinary Department of the Ministry of Agriculture and the Department of
Public Health of the Ministry of Welfare. Public Hcalth and V. terinary

officiag.s inspect meat end animal products , dairy products) poultry products
and seafoods. 1 ;

Veterinl.ry pharmaceutical and biological products cé:me from various sources.
Much of%this material is produced by the Serum Institute. ;Before the
Communiste took over the country there were many privately owned plants
producix‘}g these materials and there; were sources ip Jaermn.w, France and the UK.
The Serum Institute 1s located three miles from the |eity of Rige and consists
of two C}ivinions -- medical and veterinary, The veterinu.r}‘r‘ division is
superviqed by the head of the Department of Hygiene [of the ‘Eaculty of Veterinary
Medicinq at the University of latvias. This division has four lsboratories

and four experimental animal wards, and in 1947 was lunder the direction of

Dr M Rolle. Swine erysipelas serum is prapared by t;he method of
kypermqmization of horses, and tuberculin is prepa}’ed by the Koch method.

In addition to these materials ; tetanus antitoxin, diphtheria antitoxin,

TG brue;elln vegeine, rabies vaccine, smellpox noc:pn, adrenklim ana thyroxin
were pra{duced in the S8erum Institute, The purity, quality and potenay of

these materials and of those from other sources are jtested in the Serum
Institute and in the Pasteur Institute of the University of Latvia,

- endi-
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